
No.  04 30 September 2022 

Dear Parents / Carers, 
 

Where has September gone! The month has flown by. 
 

Whitnash Primary School is keen to ensure that all children have many chances to learn 
new skills, experience new things, meet new people and challenge themselves in different 

ways. Teachers have compiled lists of what they considered to be the 'must do' Whitnash experiences in 
year group Bucket Lists. 

 
 

On year 6’s Bucket List is appearing on a radio station.  Therefore, they have been invited to 
be on the BBC CWR (Coventry and Warwickshire Radio) star school of the week next week, 
from Monday 3rd October.  Every week the radio shines a spotlight on a school and makes 

them the star of the show.  
 

BBC CWR will come to our school on the Monday morning, interview teachers and children 
in Year 6 and stay on to record a tour that they’ll play out on Wednesday. They will also get the children to 

challenge the listeners to answer three Star School Homework questions which they’ll play out on 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday. The station will also let the children have a go at playing 

newsreader and hear their Star School news on the Friday.  
 

We are happy to be taking part in the ‘My Child's Art Christmas Fundraiser’ again this year. 
This is where children complete a Christmas card design in class and once completed we 

send them to ‘My Child's Art’.  They then create printed Christmas cards and other 
personalised gifts and keep-sakes with each child's design for parents to buy direct from them.  
The artwork is sent on Friday 21st October and once the gifts are available you will receive a 

leaflet with a unique code to enable you to purchase items if you wish.  20% of all product 
sales go to our school.  However, parents are not obliged to purchase anything, but in 

previous years we have found parents like this opportunity. 
 

Everything Music 
 

We want to express our thanks this week to Mr Beatty. As you may be aware, Mr Beatty works at our 
school on Tuesdays and Wednesdays teaching music to various year groups. These lessons include the 
whole class teaching of Ukulele and Guitar.  The children who are currently being taught by Mr Beatty are 

thoroughly enjoying their music lesson and the opportunity to learn how to play an instrument.   
 

We now have 20 children in Year 4 and 11 children in Year 5 and 6 all learning the guitar.  We have 8 Year 
5 and 6 children in ‘The Rock Band’ club,17 Year 3 children in ‘Mini Music Makers’ club and 20 children in 

Mrs Mocanu’s choir.   We are also very fortunate to have Jeremy Dibb from ‘Warwickshire Sings’ 
supporting the development of the choir and class-based music lessons delivered by Mrs Mocanu.  Music 

has become a real success in our school. 
 

Wishing you a wonderful weekend. 
 

Mrs Ellison, Headteacher 



We Are Now A ‘Nut-Free’ School 
 

 
Recently the school has seen an increase in the number of 

children being diagnosed with a nut allergy. As you are aware, a 
nut allergy can be serious and sadly sometimes fatal for those 
who experience an Anaphylactic shock after exposure to nuts. 
After each allergic reaction, people can become more sensitive 

and the reaction can become more severe. Environmental 
exposure can also cause a reaction.   

 
As a school, we feel it is always better to be proactive and preventative when it comes to 

risks for our pupils. Therefore to help us avoid a situation where a child experiences 
Anaphylaxis in school, or staff have to administer an Epi-pen, we feel it best to declare 

our school ‘nut free’. This means that we are requesting that no nuts or nut products are 
in school. Whilst we can’t police every child’s lunchbox, we respectfully ask for all 

parents’ cooperation with this. We strongly request that parents avoid sending loose 
nuts, peanut butter or cereal bars with nuts  or any other product with nuts into school in 

their children’s lunchboxes.  
 

GRAPES 
 

We also want to remind all parents that if grapes are sent into 
school, these need to be cut into halves or smaller pieces by 

parents at home. There has been a case in a school in the UK 
where a child has lost their life due to a whole grape becoming 

stuck in a child’s throat. Cutting grapes in half ensures this 
tragic situation will never be repeated.  

 
Together we will ensure the safety of all of our pupils.  

 
We thank you for your cooperation. 

REMINDER 
 

If your child will not be attending 
school, please can you call the 
office first thing in the morning. 

 
You don’t need to speak to 
anyone, you can leave a 

message. 
 

Choose option 1 when prompted. 
Please state the child’s name, 

class and reason for 
absence. 

 
Thank you for your co-

operation. 

UNIFORM 
 

Please can you make sure that ALL uniform is 
labelled with your child’s name.  We are getting 

an increasing amount of lost property. 
 

Also it would be really helpful when you collect 
your child from school you check that they 

have their coats, jumpers, hats, gloves, water 
bottles etc., with them.  

 
Many thanks. 

 



Achievements this Week 

Hazel – Damien 
Damien has tried so hard this week. He has 

been doing some careful counting in maths and 
has been trying really hard during our phonics 
and writing sessions. Well done Damien, keep 

up the hard work! 
Hawthorn – Akshat 

Akshat has found moving to year one a bit 
challenging but this week he has been brilliant! 
He is listening to instructions and is trying his 
best in all he does. Well done Akshat, keep it 

up! 
Pine –  Jaxon 

Jaxon for having a super week.  Jaxon has 
worked hard, especially with his writing.  He 
has also been a great friend to a new child in 

the class, making him feel welcome and 
helping him during lessons, around school and 

on the playground.  Well done Jaxon! 
Cedar – JJ 

JJ has made such a great start to Year Two. 
He has exceptional manners and is very kind to 
everyone around him. He has made a special 

effort to be kind to our new class members and 
is a pleasure to have in the class. 

Maple – Rory 
 For completing his big write work independently 
on instructions, Miss Hawkins is so proud. Also, 

for always being a helpful student to Miss 
Hawkins.  Keep it up Rory! 

Sycamore – Liliana 
Liliana has impressed me with her consistent 
hard work in all lessons.  She always tries her 

best and listens really well.  You are such a great 
role model Liliana! Thank you! 

Juniper – Vlad 
Well done Vlad for working hard and showing 

positive learning behaviours all week. You found 
it a little tricky to settle into a new environment 

but have quickly adapted to year 4. Keep up the 
good work Vlad! 
Chestnut – Milly 

Milly is really impressive,  coming into class and 
quickly focusing on a given task. Often, she has 

been resourceful and has chosen her own 
focused task. Sometimes others are not as 

focused, so it also shows great resilience! Well 
done, Milly. Keep up the positive learning 

behaviours! 
Ash – Taylor 

Taylor has been committed to her learning. She 
comes in with a cheery smile on her face every 

morning ready to work. Keep it up, Taylor, you're 
amazing. 

Oak – Tyler 
Tyler has worked very hard this week and has 
achieved great work in English and Maths. He 

has also gone out of his way to help others and it 
has been a joy to have him in class. 

Rowan – Sehaj 
This week Sehaj has shown an extremely 

positive attitude towards learning, especially in 
English. He has engaged in class discussions 

and challenged his own learning during 
independent tasks. It is fantastic to see how 

Sehaj's confidence is growing each week. Keep 
up the good work Sehaj! 

Word count winners of the week are ..... 
 

ROWAN 
Two weeks running - What a fantastic start to the 

term! Ash was close to being the winners this week, 
will they be victorious next week? 

 
 

Keep up all the amazing reading.  

Class TOTAL 
Words 
Read  

Pine 4,067  2,167  

Cedar 10,360  6,473  

Maple 82,219  34,178  

Sycamore 114,229  5,116  

Juniper 213,599  39,089  

Chestnut 91,263  25,154  

Ash 951,107  358,269  

Oak 592,287  9,739  

Rowan 1,445,246  375,648  

TOTAL 3,504,377  855,833  



 
This week at school Holly 
and Ivy have read ‘Kitchen 
Disco.’ The story is about 

fruit that come alive at night 
and have a disco in the 

kitchen! 
 

Reception have decided to have their own 
Kitchen Disco. 

 
Friday 7th October 2022 

 
Please note we will be having our disco 
during the school day and parents are, 

unfortunately, not invited to attend. 
 

Please send your child into school dressed 
in brightly coloured clothes or if they have 
anything with fruit on they can wear this! 

No princess or superhero costumes 
please. 

 
We will also be tasting fruit as well as 

dancing and playing some party games! If 
your child has any allergies to fruit then 

please let us know. 
 

If you have any questions 
please talk to a member of 

the Reception team. 

Open Evenings for New Parents 
Reception September 2023 

 
Tuesday 11th October 4.30pm-5.00pm 

or 
Thursday 13th October 4.00pm-4.30pm 

 
You will be able to look around the school 

and have a chat with the headteacher 

We have Own Books operating in school 
 
 

WHAT THE PROJECT AIMS TO DO 
  
1. Encourage young children to develop an early 

love of books and reading through choosing 
and having their own books at home. 

2. Allow children to select one or two books a 
week for themselves from the age appropriate 
categories, to take home when it suits them. 

3. Avoid any need to buy or obligation to return 
the books. 

4. Remove any stress and financial constraints 
on parents over acquisition of books. 

5. Encourage parents to read with their children 
at home. 

HOW THE PROJECT WORKS 
  

1. Books are collected from local participating 
charity shops or books are donated to the 
schools directly by parents. 

2. The Own Books scheme relies on volunteers 
to collect books from the charity shops and 
deliver them to the participating schools. 

3. All books are "processed", being cleaned and 
labelled with the Own Books logo so as to 
identify them to the children. 

Timber Trail 
 

Please remember that child are 
not allowed on the timber trail 

at home collection times. 
 



Hi Everyone, 
 

I have developed a new love for the top gate this week. I’ve spent quite 
a bit of time there, saying goodbye to everyone at the end of the day. 
There is just so many of you – I can’t say good bye to you all one by 

one, so please just wave. 
  

There is so much music and singing going on in school at the moment. 
Mr Beatty (who is new) has got some of the older children playing 

guitars and ukuleles and has even formed a school 
rock band! How cool is that? I love hearing them at 

rehearsal after school.  
 

The harvest (whatever that is) singing in the hall is 
sounding amazing as well. They sing about food a 
lot, which is one of my favourite things. Let’s say 

thank you to God for sausages and bits of cheese…
mmmmmm….. 

  
I hope you all have a great weekend. I’m going to dig out my raincoat 

and see if it still fits. 
 

Blue  

School Photos 
 

Unfortunately, the photographer did not 
have time to take year 3’s photos.  

However, a new date will be arranged for 
these to be taken.  We will let you know 

when this is. 
 

Once these are done then all years will be 
able to view your child’s photo. 

Parents Evening 
 

Please make a note in your 
diaries for this term’s 

Parents Evenings. 
 

Tuesday 1st November 2022 
 

Thursday 3rd November 2022 
 

The times are to be confirmed and 
we will let you know when the 

booking system in live to enable 
you to book. 

 



 Do you want to join our PTA? 
 

We have been very fortunate in years gone by to have an active 
group of people who work hard organising activities and events to 

raise money for the school. 
  

However, due to the impact of the pandemic, the school’s PTA could not operate and have 
since left.   

 
We would welcome parental involvement in our school community again and are keen to 

build a new PTA to work with.  
  

All parents/carers are welcome to join.  Meetings are held regularly and we are always 
looking for new ideas for raising money and are very grateful for everyone's support.  You 

do not have to make all or any of the meetings, just helping out on one or two events 
would still be an amazing help. 

  
We are looking to set up a meeting for Monday 17th October 2022 at 3.30pm.  We will let 

you know more information next week. 
 

Please leave your contact details with the school office if you can come on board. 

Reception 2023 
 

 1st November 2022 

 Application opens 

 1st January 2023 

 Closing date for applications 

 1st February 2023 

 Extended closing date for house 
movers 

 17th April 2023 

 NATIONAL OFFER DAY 

 2nd May 2023 

 Deadline for accepting the offer 

 TBC May 2023 

 Deadline for submitting appeals 

 June/July 2023 

 Appeal hearings 

 1st September 2023 

 School term starts 

Secondary 2023 
 

 1st September 2022 

 Application opens 

 31st October 2022 

 Closing date for applications 

 31st December 2022 

 Extended closing date for house 
movers 

 1st March 2023 

 NATIONAL OFFER DAY 

 15th March 2023 

 Deadline for accepting the offer 

 28th March 2023 

 Deadline for submitting appeals 

 May/June 2023 

 Appeal hearings 

 1st September 2023 

 School term starts 

Click this link for more information 
 

https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/admissions 

https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/admissions


Bring in your coats! 
 

As the weather is now turning colder,  please make sure your 
child comes to school with a coat as they will still play outside 

if it isn’t raining. 
 

Class Allocated PE day 

Holly / Ivy Thursday 

Hazel  / 
Hawthorn 

Tuesday & Friday 

Pine / Cedar Monday & Tuesday 

Maple / 
Sycamore 

Monday 

Juniper / 
Chestnut 

Juniper - Tuesday 
(Swimming) & 
Wednesday 
Chestnut - Tuesday 

Ash Tuesday & Wednesday 

Oak / Rowan Oak - Monday & 
Thursday 
Rowan - Tuesday & 
Thursday 

Please ensure that children wear the correct PE 
kit, suitable for both indoor and outdoor lessons 

and playtimes.  
 

White T-shirt with navy/black shorts. Navy/black 
tracksuit or joggers and sweatshirt/hoodie.  

Please ensure that all PE kit is plain or has the 
school badge on it. Brand logos are permitted 
but must be small. Other colours and football 

shirts may not to be worn. 

SWIMMING 
 

JUNIPER—Tuesdays 
 

Juniper—Year 4. 
Parent Pay has been set up for payments. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

This is what is the classes will be cooking for 
This term.  I hope you have all being 

enjoying your children’s cooking so far! 

03/10/2022
  

Baked Samosas  Cedar  

10/10/2022
  

Parkin  Hawthorn  

17/10/2022
  

Spanakopita  Sycamore  

31/10/2022
  

Welsh Cakes  Rowan  

07/11/2022
  

Naan Bread  Maple  

14/11/2022
  

Winter Berry Trifle  Pine  

21/11/2022
  

Veggie Toad  Oak  

28/11/2022
  

Mince Pies  Ash  

FOODBANK 
 

St Joseph’s Church 
Hall 

Whitnash 
 

Wednesdays 
 3.30pm - 4.30pm 

 
No proof of entitlements needed. 

01926 492169 



We are starting up our weekly maths challenge again for you to try at home. 
Answers will be in next week’s newsletter. 

 
 
 
Ben is counting bees in his garden. The 
number of bees on each plant goes up in 
equal steps.  
 
On the first plant, there are 5 bees.  
On the third plant there are 15 bees.  
 
1. How many bees were on the second 

plant?  
2. How many will be on the fifth plant? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Answers from last week 
 

1. Tilly has the largest number of stripes. 
2. Trevor has the smallest number of 

stripes. 
3. Terry is in the middle 

 
 
 
A spaceship is ferrying aliens 
across the universe, going from 
Arrakis to Pandora, stopping at 
Krypton and Cybertron.  
 
 At Arrakis, 88 passengers are on the 

spaceship.  
 Some aliens get off at Krypton and 15 get 

on. At Cybertron, 45 aliens get on and 15 
get off.  

 When it reaches Pandora, there are 120 
aliens on the spaceship.  

 
How many passengers got off at Krypton? 
 

Answers from last week 
 

Blue = 3 
Green = 1 
Yellow = 2 
Red = 3 

Orange = 1 

Outdoor learning days 
'Fresh Air Fridays' 

 
Outdoor Learning is changing a little bit this year. This year the children will be taking part in 

'Fresh Air Fridays'. Instead of having different outdoor learning days, every Friday ALL 
classes will be having one of their lessons delivered outside. As before, teachers will be 

delivering curriculum learning, just in a more creative way outdoors.  
 

All children must bring into school a named pair of wellies 
and a warm coat every Friday. Wellies can be kept in 

school in the class welly box if this is preferred. Please also 
ensure that as the weather gets colder that your child has 

extra warm clothing such as a hat, scarf and gloves on 
colder days.  



PARENT PAY 
 

Thank you to everyone who has activated their 
Parent Pay account.  Even though we have 

minor problems now and then, this continues to 
be an invaluable system which makes us able to 

process payment in a totally secure way.   
 

Parent Pay is not only a system for 
paying in money, it is also our main 

source for communication with parents 
and carers and we would not want you to 

miss important information 
 

If you have not already done so can you please 
activate your Parent Pay account.  You won’t 
need to register a payment card and no bank 
details are requested.  This is only asked for 

when you make a payment.  However, you can 
pay cash at any store showing the PayPoint 

Logo. 
 

For your nearest PayPoint store go to: 
https://consumer.paypoint.com/   

 
If you need another activation letter, please ask 

at the main school office. 
 

Don't let your child miss out on school 
milk after their 5th birthday 

  
When your child turns 5, your 

child’s supply of free milk 
finishes.  However, if you would 

like to pay for your child to 
receive milk we have made 

arrangements with Cool Milk to supply milk at 
a subsidised cost of just 22p per day. 

 
What you need to do: 

  
Visit www.coolmilk.com as soon as possible 
and select "Register your child for milk here", 

then follow the on-screen instructions to 
register and pay. 

  
If your child is registered for Free School 

Meals (i.e. NOT the Universal Free School 
Meals) the school can continue to supply your 

child with free milk.  Please let the office  
know if you wish this to continue. 

  
Should you have any queries regarding your 
child's registration or milk supply in general, 
please do not hesitate to contact Cool Milk 

directly at customerservices@coolmilk.com. 

 Tips for being active: -  
 
 Try and get into a routine of doing 

something active each day, think about 
what activities you enjoy doing! Could you 
do them with a friend of family member? 

 Be creative! Think about new activities you 
can try both outdoors and indoors.  

 Try to limit your time sitting down by going 
for a walk, you could make a walking 
playlist or listen to a podcast  

  
https://www.manchestermind.org/be-active/  

Finding ways to be active has positive 
benefits for not just your physical health but 
also your mental health. This doesn’t have 
to be playing a sport, it could be something 
simple including playing in your garden or 

choosing to walk either part of or the whole 
way to and from school! Regularly 

participating in physical activity helps to 
boost our self-esteem, it can also increase 

our concentration levels and have a positive 
impact on sleep.  

#ThanksKids recognises the super efforts and 
kindness of young people and thanks them via 
personalised #NHSStars certificates and pin 

badges. Please spread this message amongst 
your school community, all you need to do is let 
us know by nominating the young person using 
this email address: cwp-tr.thankskids@nhs.net 

and we’ll do the rest!!  

https://consumer.paypoint.com/
http://www.coolmilk.com/
mailto:customerservices@coolmilk.com


INSET DAYS 
 
Monday 5th September 2022 
Monday 31st October 2022 
Tuesday 3rd January 2023 
Monday 24th July 2023 
Tuesday 25th July 2023 

Holidays 22/23 

05.09.22 Start of Term 

24.10.22 - 28.10.22 Half Term 

19.12.22 - 02.01.23 Christmas Holiday 

20.02.23 - 24.02.23 Half Term 

03.04.23 - 14.04.23 Easter Holiday 

01.05.23 May Day 

29.05.23 - 02.06.23 Half Term 

25.07.23 Summer Holidays 

Breakfast Club & Tree Tops 
 

Please remember that payment needs to 
be made in advance for each half term. 

 
If you need a bar code printed to enable 
you to pay cash at any Pay Point, please 

ask the school office. 

Apply for free school meals (FSM) 
 

Meals are available free of charge to: 
 

 all infant pupils (Reception, Year 1 and Year 2) – known as universal FSM 
 pupils who meet the free school meals eligibility criteria – known as benefits-related FSM 

 
You can apply for benefits-related FSM at any time online 

 warwickshire.gov.uk/education-learning/apply-free-school-meals 
 

Eligibility 
Families who receive the following are eligible for free school meals: 

 income support 
 income-based Jobseeker's Allowance (JSA) 
 income-related employment and support allowance (ESA) 
 guarantee element of state pension credit 
 Universal Credit (with an annual income of less than £7,400) 
 Both income-based and contribution-based JSA/ESA if you receive the same amount for both. 

You should also qualify if you receive both, but the income-based amount is greater, but not if 
the contribution-based amount is greater. 

 Families who are awarded Child Tax Credit and have an annual income assessed by HMRC to 
be no more than £16,190, providing there is no entitlement to Working Tax Credit (unless in 
respect of a 4-week ‘run-on’). 

 
Reasons to apply 

Even if your child is currently receiving free school meals because they are in Reception, Year 1 or Year 
2, you should still apply for benefits-related FSM if you think you may be eligible. 

 
Doing so means that your child’s school will be given extra funding for six years, which can help to fund 

valuable teaching and learning support for your school. 
Applying for benefits-related FSM also means you will be eligible to receive funding for the holiday 

periods from the Warwickshire Local Welfare Scheme. 

Pirate’s Lunch 
Thursday 6th October 

2022 
 

“Shiver Me Timbers” 
Fish Finger or Veggie 

Finger Wraps 
with 

Golden Doubloon Potatoes 
& Cannonball Peas 

 
Captain Jack’s Jelly & Fruit 

or Ship’s Biscuits 

https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/education-learning/apply-free-school-meals






 Get your child a tasty nutritious meal every day. 
 Save over £400 a year and hours of time on making packed lunches. 
 Our school gets over £1,300 for every registered pupil. 

 
To find out if you are eligible go to: 

www.warwickshire.gov.uk/education-learning/apply-free-school-meals 
 

For menu information go to:  www.educaterers.co.uk 

What’s on … 

October 2022  

4 Tuesday DAY Harvest Assembly 

4 Tuesday 10.30am Juniper Swimming - 4/6 

11 Tuesday 10.30am Juniper Swimming - 5/6 

11 Tuesday 4.30pm-5.00pm Opening Evening—New parents Rec 2023 

13 Thursday 4.00pm-4.30pm Opening Evening—New parents Rec 2023 

18 Tuesday 10.30am Juniper Swimming - 6/6 

21 Friday 3.15pm Break up for Half Term 

24-28 Week Week Half Term 

31 Monday DAY INSET - school closed to pupils 

October 2022   

1 Tuesday DAY Pupils back to school 

Please note that these dates are subject to change 

Tuna Pasta 
Bake 

 
(v) Veggie 
Toad in the 

Hole 
 

(v) Jacket 
Potato  

 
(v) Homemade 
Flapjack with 
Fruit Wedges 

Beef Burger 
 
 

(v) Veggie 
Burger 

 
(v) Jacket 

Potato  
 

(v) Ice Cream 
(v) Homemade 

Chocolate 
Oatcake 

Roast Pork 
 

(v) Quorn 
Roast 

 
(v) Jacket 

Potato  
 

(v) Homemade 
Oaty Apple 

Crumble with 
Custard 

“Shiver Me 
Timbers” 

Fish Finger 
Wrap 

(v) Veggy 
Finger Wrap 

Golden Doubloon 
Potatoes 

Cannonball Peas 

(v) Jacket 
Potato  

 

Captain Jack’s 
Jelly & Fruit 
(v) Ship’s 
Biscuits 

Breaded Fish 
Fillet & Chips 

 
(v) Roasted 
Vegetable 

Frittata 
 

(v) Jacket 
Potato  

 

(v) Dinky 
Doughnuts with 

Chocolate 
Sauce 

(v) Ice Cream 

 Any vegetarian dishes are display with a (v) 

Meat Free 
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Pirate’s 
Lunch 

http://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/education-learning/apply-free-school-meals
http://www.educaterers.co.uk

