HEARING YOUR CHILD READ

Reading is such an essential
and important skill - every
little helps!

Can you guess the book or the author?



Inside this booklet you will find some ideas to
help you listen to your children read.



Ideally, spending some time every day
would really help with fluency but we know
that this is not always possible. We would
love it if you could listen to your child at
least three times a week.

Getting Started


Choose 10 minutes each day when
you will not be disturbed.



Choose a time you both like and not
when a favourite TV programme is
on.



Sit somewhere that is quiet and
comfortable. Make sure you can
both see the book.

Choosing a book
It’s always a good idea for children to choose
their own books as some children like fiction
and others like non-fiction. It could be a magazine or a newspaper report about their favourite football team - vary it too.
Your child’s teacher or the Librarian at your local library will also be able to advise you on
suitable books for your child.
You could also use the ‘Five-finger test’ to see
if they will be able to read the book with confidence.


Choose a page in the book.



Each time he/she comes to a word that is
too hard put up a finger.



If you have five fingers up by the end of the
page, the book it too hard for them at that
time.

You could still get the book and share the reading, talking about the new, tricky words they
come across.
If they choose a book that is too easy, let them
read and enjoy the book for confidence but
suggest that they could try something a little



Make sure the book your child
chooses is neither too easy or too

How to help
Try to make your child feel good about the situation - give them lots of praise and encouragement.
The reading experience should be seen to be enjoyable for both of you so try not to
rush. Also always try to be patient even if your child makes the same errors over and
over again.
Try not to let your child struggle with a word for more than 5 seconds. If he/she cannot read a word, encourage them to sound out the letters and blend them together.
If they still cannot read the word, read it too them.
Encourage your child to look at the pictures for clues to words they are unsure of.
You can also encourage your child to miss out an unknown word and read to the end
of the sentence for clues as to what the word could be.
Always praise for self correction e.g. if a child is able to spot a mistake and correct it
without help.
Encourage your child to ‘read’ the punctuation e.g. stop at the full
stops and pause at commas.
Discuss the book together when you have read it and comment
on the story, the characters and the parts you like best.

Shared Reading
Shared reading is when an adult or more able reader helps a child to enjoy a book
that he/she would not be able to read independently. The main purpose is to make
reading an enjoyable process whilst giving the child more practice than is possible in
the normal classroom. There are usually 3 stages:


You read the text first.



You and your child read it together.



When your child feels ready to read alone, they give a pre-arranged signal (like a
tap on the table) and con-

tinues to read alone until meeting

Learning new words
If your child has been given words to learn at home or if you wan to help him/her learn words they find
difficult in their reading book, you can always make some reading games for them. Begin by making 2
sets of word cards in different colours (no more than 10 words) and your child can:


Match them.



Play snap.



Play a memory game.



Timed reading of both sets. Record the time and try to bat it next time.



Use with a game board and read a word when you land on a white square or odd number etc…



Look for games you can adapt on the internet.

